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MS Word
Paint,
Fireworks
Photoshop
Other scanned formats
Powerpoint

In the simplest terms, a vector art file is a string of mathematical calculations — much like those used in basic
geometry — which determine the shape of an object.  Amazingly, a computer is many, many times more 
efficient at performing complex mathematical operations than it is at “scanning” a grid and assigning values 
to each little pixel.  Thus, vector art is not only more versatile, it makes for smaller file sizes.

*Sometimes to cut corners, a designer will simply take a RASTER image and drop it into an Illustrator document, 
save it with the tag “EPS” and send it to us.  This type of “EPS” file is still not vector art, and will generally require that 
we redraw the image in order to have it reproduce cleanly on the finished product.

Vector

Raster
Raster art is probably what you are most familiar with.
Raster art is made up of many small dots, or pixels to create an image. In four color printing (like magazines), 
many dots consisting of Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, and Black are printed on paper to create the images you see on 
the page. On your computer screen, images you see are rendered in the form of little squares called pixels.

Raster art may NOT be used as art for plotter cutting vinyl or most other graphics techniques.  Raster is used 
mostly for printing digital images, or 4 color process images and for web design.
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Image Example

Type, Copy, Font
Example

Corel Draw 11 (save down or convert to ai)
Freehand MX (will open as ai)
Some but not all (convert fonts)
Acrobat (Editable files with fonts embedded) 
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